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ERACON 2007 WITH MORE THAN 
250 PARTICIPANTS 

 
The ERACON 2007 meeting was held in Vilnius, 
Lithuania, between 10-12 May. It has brought together 
more than 250 participants, from 26 different countries. 
Lithuania, Turkey, the Czech Republic, Poland, Belgium 
and France were the largest contributors to the final 
number of participants. 
The venue was the Vilnius College of Higher Education, 
where Erasmus coordinators from all over Europe 
exchanged ideas and discussed several relevant topics in 
view of improving cooperation among institutions. 
Among the invited speakers were Mr Ruard Wallis de 
Vries from the European Commission, 
Directorate General for Education and Culture 
Erasmus / Jean Monnet Unit and Mr. Ralph Rahders 
from the Education, Culture and Audiovisual Executive 
Agency, Brussels. 

 
In the photo above appears the President of EAEC Dr 
Gregory Makrides with Mr Ruard Wallis de Vries form the 
European Commission during the Farewell dinner of 
ERACON 2007. 
 

The ERACON meetings, organized by our Association 
together with local organizing committees, are being 
held since 2005. The first one was in Nicosia, Cyprus, 
followed by Bolou, Turkey (2006) and this year’s in 
Vilnius, Lithuania.  

PORTUGAL TO HOST ERACON 2008 
According to what was announced during EAEC general 
assembly, Portugal is expected to host the next 
ERACON (Erasmus Conference and Go-Exchange 
Educational Fair), to be held in 2008. 
The final venue will be confirmed early next September 
2007, after the EAEC management board approves the 
preliminary plans. 
It is expected that the number of participants will reach 
the impressive number of 300 in the next Conference. 

EAEC SURPASSES 60 MEMBERS 
Our Association has presently more than 60 members, 
either individual or institutional. 
Turkish institutions have the highest number of members 
(10), followed by Austria (8), France and  Poland (6), 
Portugal and Cyprus (4). 

NEW MANAGEMENT BOARD 
ESTABLISHES PRIORITIES 
Gregory Makrides was re-elected as President of the 
European Association of Erasmus Coordinators (EAEC ) 
for 2007-2009 in the general assembly which took place 
during ERACON 2007. Jolanta Preidiene (Lithuania), 
Carlos Afonso (Portugal) and Winrich Breipohl 
(Germany) also transfer from the previous board and 
hold the positions of Vice-presidents. With them, two 
new members were elected: Zekiye Dogan (Turkey) and 
Olga Stawska (Poland). 
The management board is completed by Executive Vice-
President Roula Kyrillou, and by Elena Avgoustidou 
(Executive Secretary) and Elena Michael (Executive 
Treasurer), all from Cyprus, as the main office of the 
Association is in Cyprus. 
The new board chose as priorities for the next near 
future to improve cooperation with the Commission and 
the Executive Agency, to improve communication 
among members and other interested partners, to achieve 
greater involvement in European cooperation projects 
either as a partner or as a coordinator, and to encourage 
the participation of enterprises in future ERACON 
conferences. 


